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 1—Official Business
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 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay
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BUDGET RESOLUTION/Health Insurance for Children

SUBJECT: Senate Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1998-2002 . . . S.Con. Res. 27. Domenici modified
amendment No. 307.

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 98-2

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. Con Res. 27, the Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal year 1998, will balance the Federal
budget in fiscal year (FY) 2002 by slowing the overall rate of growth in spending over the next 5 years to below

the rate of growth in revenue collections (the Congressional Budget Office recently revised upwards its 5-year revenue estimate by
$225 billion).  

The Domenici modified amendment would not change any of the totals in the resolution. Originally, it was offered as a substitute
to the Hatch/Kennedy amendment (see vote No. 76) and would have had the effect of eliminating that amendment's tax and spending
increases. The Domenici amendment would note that the Bipartisan Budget Agreement of May 15, 1997 as implemented in this
resolution will spend $16 billion over 5 years to provide up to 5 million additional children with health insurance coverage by 2002.
The amendment would further note that the additional funds could be used for one or more of the following: Medicaid, including
outreach activities to identify and to enroll eligible children, efforts to provide 12-month continuous eligibility, and programs to
restore Medicaid for disabled children who are losing Supplemental Security Income benefits due to new, reformed qualification
rules; and a program of capped mandatory grants to the States to finance health insurance coverage for uninsured children. Finally,
the amendment notes that the funds will be used in the most cost-effective manner possible to expand coverage and services for low-
income and uninsured children.  
 

Those favoring the amendment contended: 
 

For all the reasons we have expressed in the debate on the Hatch/Kennedy amendment (see vote No. 76), we believe that this
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amendment adequately addresses the problem of uninsured children in America. It is going to take a little time, and a little experience,
to figure out what works best, and to put the $16 billion in this budget resolution for those children to the best possible use. We
definitely should not throw another $20 billion at the problem before we have even designed the program, and in the process destroy
the Bipartisan Budget Agreement with tax and spending increases. We urge our colleagues to adopt this amendment instead of the
Hatch/Kennedy amendment. 
 

While favoring the amendment, some Senators expressed the following reservations:  
 

We are glad that this budget resolution assumes that $16 billion will be spent to make medical care available to millions of
uninsured children in America, and we are certain it will be spent wisely. However, we do not see this amendment as a substitute
for the Hatch/Kennedy amendment, because $16 billion is just not enough money to take care of all the children in need. We need
to spend another $20 billion. We will vote for this amendment, but we will vote for the Hatch/Kennedy amendment too. 
 

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.


